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Book Synopsis 

The result of my first foray into C.J. Tudor’s world, a story teetering on the precipice of being something truly 
great. One little nudge—or in this case, more in regards to the why—would have sent this novel toppling end- 
over-end into favorite territory. 

If I’m being completely candid, had I known there was a supernatural aspect to the storyline, I never would have 
given this book a chance. I choose to while the days away in my literary comfort zone, where suspension of 
disbelief is a nonstarter. Well, let me eat those words right now—happily. This book bodes well for taking 
chances and purposefully stepping away from my status-quo every once in a while. Just look what can happen. 

Tudor grabbed me with the grotesque and dingy opening. Two dead bodies to make sense of in a tired cottage 
swarming with bluebottles, flies and the stench of decay. From there the author flashes forward a few months in 
time, with an introduction to Joe. 

Life in utter shambles, Joe has made his way back to the small village where he grew up. Arnhill, once a mining 
town and now little else but a cordoned off pit, doesn’t have much left to offer. And yet here Joe finds himself 
taking a mediocre teaching job at the high school. You have to wonder why anyone would choose to stay, let 
alone return to such a dreadful place. 














